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BAF Educational Fund Responds to U.S. Decline in Global Competitiveness Rankings
WASHINGTON, DC – The World Economic Forum released its 2012-2013 Global Economic Competitiveness Report yesterday that showed the U.S. ranked 7th out of 144 nations. The 2005 inaugural release of the rankings placed the U.S. as first. 

A factor contributing to the declining status is the eroding state of U.S. roads, bridges and airports and weak capacity of the nation’s port and rail systems. During this same time period, the U.S. ranking for overall infrastructure quality dropped from 7th to 14th. Specifically, the U.S. ranking for road quality dropped 13 places to 20th and air transportation infrastructure dropped 23 spots to 31st.  While the nation’s port infrastructure ranking ticked up slightly, it’s still 19th behind such countries as Iceland and Estonia.

[image: image2.jpg]Deteriorating infrastructure hurts out global competitiveness
Decline in UsS. competitiveness and infrastructure rankings 2006-2012

Global competitiveness ranking

10
15
2 | = Overall competitiveness (-6)
— Ovenllinfrastructure (7)
5 | — Roadquly(7)
— Ralloads (+1)
— ports (6)
0| — Artransportation (:23)
35

2006 2007 2008 2009 210 2011 012

Note:Overall change n parentheses. Source: GlobalCompetivencssReport, 2012-2013 Workd Economic Forum




“Lack of investment in our nation’s infrastructure has a direct result on America’s global economic competitiveness,” said Marcia Hale, President of Building America’s Future Educational Fund. “Last year we released a report - Falling Apart and Falling Behind - that showed how other nations are making substantial investments to modernize and upgrade their basic transportation systems while the U.S. has lagged far behind. This pattern of U.S. inaction in the face of aggressive improvements from competitor nations is eroding our nation’s standing and undermining our economic recovery.”

“In spite of repeated proposals and requests for substantial new investments in infrastructure, Washington has been unable to find the political will to increase federal funding for the backbone of our economy,” said Donna Cooper, Board Member of Building America’s Future Educational Fund. “As a result, our basic infrastructure is increasingly outmoded and fails to meet the needs of our growing population.”

Building America’s Future Educational Fund is currently updating Falling Apart and Falling Behind (www.BAFuture.org/Report) to reflect the new World Economic Forum rankings and the passage of the two year transportation bill Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21) that was signed into law in July. As part of this report, Building America’s Future Educational Fund will be renewing its recommendation for a multi-year strategy that builds upon the infrastructure reforms included in MAP-21.
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Building America’s Future Educational Fund (www.BAFuture.org) is a bipartisan and national organization dedicated to bringing about a new era of U.S. investment in infrastructure that enhances our nation’s prosperity and quality of life. Comprised of state and locally elected officials from around the nation, Building America’s Future Educational Fund seeks to advance a new national vision for infrastructure investment that focuses on economic growth and global competitiveness, job creation, and environmental sustainability. Please follow us on Twitter ( www.twitter.com/BAFuture), Facebook (www.facebook.com/BuildingAmericasFuture) and YouTube (www.youtube.com/BAFInfrastructure). 
